	Quotation
	What is happening
	What it means
	Language device / link with tragedy

	small, fragile-seeming home
	stage description
	The house, like the family structures within, won't stand any storm
	Bleak, hopeless setting / reflects Willy's mind

	towering, angular shapes
	stage description
	The encroaching city symbolises the oppression of urbanity
	Modernity itself - materialism and consumerism. Audience realises they too are part of the ‘consumerist trap’

	Willy: "They don't need me in New York. I'm the New England man. I'm vital in New England”
	Linda, is concerned about Willy's reckless driving; asks why he does not work in New York
	Willy defines himself through his success 
	Willy feels he is indispensable to the company and he clearly  values his professional success above all else: family, honesty and life

	 Willy: "I simply asked him if he was making any money. Is that a criticism?" 
	Linda is explaining how Willy had upset Biff 
	Willy cannot accept that Biff works on a farm, and Biff struggles with his father’s expectations
	Willy and Biff's relationship is affected by the utopic American dream and its grim reality

	 Biff: "I've always made a point of not wasting my life, and every time I come back here I know that all I've done is to waste my life." 
	Biff is telling Happy about how he ended up content on a farm, but still feels like a failure at home
	Biff has rejected the traditional American dream
	Existential examination by Biff as to the nature of happiness and how society won’t let him achieve it

	 Willy: "Be liked and you will never want." 
	[psychic time] Will has belittled the young academic Bernard and praised Biff's captaincy of the football team
	Willy's views are paradoxical: he wants success with/without hard work 
	Willy's cruel treatment of Bernard mirrors his own mistreatment by Howard. Willy can’t separate popularity and success

	 Willy: "I'm very well liked in Hartford. You know, the trouble is, Linda, people don't seem to take to me." 
	Linda reels off financial concerns and placates Willy 
	Willy realises the disassociation between success and likeability
	Willy's disassociation from reality is enabled by Linda's inaction, allowing the audience to question her role in his downfall

	Willy: …’when he died, hundreds of salesmen and buyers were at his funeral.
	Willy is describing the idealised salesman, Dave Singleman
	Willy aspires to be the consummate salesman that is respected and admired
	At Singleman's funeral there are no family and only business people. The opposite is true for Willy. 

	Ben: ‘Why, boys, when I was seventeen I walked into the jungle, and when I was twenty-one I walked out. (He laughs.) and by God I was rich.’
	Ben explains how he got rich
	Ben is the idealised product of the American dream / a foil to Willy
	Ben (real or imagined) highlights Willy's own failures through his successes. He also tempts Willy to his own death

	 Willy: "Never fight fair with a stranger, boy. You'll never get out of the jungle that way." 
	[psychic time] Willy is ‘showing off’ to Ben about how he has raised his children as tough
	Willy is teaching Biff to disassociate success and morality
	Willy is setting Biff up to fail by selling the false reality of an easy road to success

	 Linda: "attention must be paid'
	Linda is reprimanding Biff for arguing with Willy. Biff wants to know what happening to his father
	Linda cannot accept Willy is having a breakdown and struggles with constant fighting between Biff and Willy.
	The fall of the 'everyman' is as tragic as that of one from the higher estate in Linda’s (and Miller’s) eyes

	 Willy: "personality always wins the day." 
	Willy is advising Biff about meeting Oliver
	Despite all evidence to the contrary, Willy still believes his world view 
	Willy's use of simple mantras gloss over complicated truths

	Willy: “Like a young God…”
	Willy is describing a young, athletic Biff
	Willy is regressing to an idealised past to deal with a bleak present
	The false sense of confidence and arrogance Wily placed on Biff has ruined him

	 Willy: "Today, it's all cut and dried, and there's no chance for bringing friendship to bear -- or personality . . .
	Willy, fired by Howard, defends himself
	Willy is unable to accept that he has no job, despite past success (real or imagined)
	Without a job, Willy has no identity or value

	Bernard: "I've often thought of how strange it was that I knew he'd given up his life." 
	Bernard questions Willy as to why Biff gave up on life and what happened in Boston
	The implication that Willy may have something to do with Biff's demise
	Biff's sudden change was palatable and not a process that happened over time

	 Willy: "After all the highways, and the trains, and the appointments, and the years, you end up worth more dead than alive." 
	Charley offers Willy a job and to pay his insurance. Willy rejects this. 
	Death, like everything else in American life, is commodified
	Willy is spiralling out of control and unable to realise the support offered by those around

	 Biff: "We've been talking in a dream for fifteen years." 
	Oliver ignored Biff and he feels dejected
	Biff realises that his aspirations are not based on reality
	Biff understands that his father was imposed worthless values upon him. 

	Biff: 'Look what I found in the cellar, for Christ’s sake how can you bear to let it go on.' 
	Biff confronts Happy about Willy's suicide
	Biff is outraged at the blind-eye that everyone has turned on Willy
	The blindness of Willy's family is self-imposed

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Biff: “Pop! I’m a dime a dozen, and so are you!”
	Biff tells Willy that he did get the job. 
	Biff and Willy's argument build towards the climax of the play
	Willy cannot understand Biff’s resignation that neither of them are special

	Charley: “He’s a man way out there in the blue, riding
on a smile and a shoeshine”
	Each of the characters reflect Willy's role in their society and family during the requiem
	Willy needed to keep up the persona of the consummate salesman to find worth in himself
	Charley’s speech in the requiem about the nature of the salesman’s dreams eulogizes Willy as a victim of his difficult profession





