Death of a Salesman – meeting the exam criteria

AO1 – Articulate informed, personal and creative responses to literary texts, using associated concepts and terminology, and coherent, accurate written expression. 
· With respect to competence in writing: 
· • quality of argument as students address and ‘explore’ the question 
· • organisation of ideas 
· • use of appropriate concepts and terminology 
· • technical accuracy 
AO2 – Analyse ways in which meanings are shaped in literary texts. 
· With respect to significance of dramatic method: 
· Focus might be on: 
· • the way that Miller structures the play, juxtaposing scenes with Willy and Biff appearing separately in the present, with flashback scenes where they appear together in the past
· • dialogue imagery, language particularly related to buying, selling, success and failure 
· • features which become typical of Willy’s language when speaks to / about Biff; or typical of Biff when he speaks to / about Willy 
A03 – Demonstrate understanding of the significance and influence of the text’s context.
· In DOAS this refers to American post-war late 1940s society, where the ideal of the American Dream still resonated.
See the sheet for notes.
A04 – Explore connections across literary texts.
· In DOAS you must link the text to tragedy, whatever the question.
· • the tensions between Willy and Biff heightening the breakdown of relationships typical of the tragic genre 
· • Willy’s inability to understand himself and his situation: his hubris (excess of pride) 
· • his growing unhappiness at both his own failures and those of Biff resulting in his suicide/ hamartia (tragic flaw) 
· • Biff’s suffering as a result of Willy’s actions and deceptions/ blindness 
· • Willy being a tragic figure who is loved, despite his weakness and shortcomings (audience  pity and fear to understanding)
A05 – Explore literary texts informed by different interpretations.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]In your answer to DOAS you must engage with the argument set out in the question.
