
Classics 
 

Pride and Prejudice - Jane Austen  

Since its immediate success in 1813, Pride and Prejudice has remained one of 
the most popular novels in the English language. Jane Austen called this 
brilliant work "her own darling child" and its vivacious heroine, Elizabeth 
Bennet, "as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print." The romantic 
clash between the opinionated Elizabeth and her proud beau, Mr. Darcy, is a 
splendid performance of civilized sparring. And Jane Austen's radiant wit 
sparkles as her characters dance a delicate quadrille of flirtation and intrigue, 
making this book the most superb comedy of manners of Regency England. 
Romance, Historical  

 

Jane Eyre - Charlotte Bronte   

Orphaned as a child, Jane has felt an outcast her whole young life. Her 
courage is tested once again when she arrives at Thornfield Hall, where she 
has been hired by the brooding, proud Edward Rochester to care for his ward 
Adèle. Jane finds herself drawn to his troubled yet kind spirit. She falls in love. 
Hard.  

But there is a terrifying secret inside the gloomy, forbidding Thornfield Hall. Is 
Rochester hiding from Jane? Will Jane be left heartbroken and exiled once 
again? Romance, Historical 

 

 

The Strange Case Of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde – Robert Louis Stevenson 

 

Idealistic young scientist Henry Jekyll struggles to unlock the secrets of the 

soul. Testing chemicals in his lab, he drinks a mixture he hopes will isolate - 

and eliminate - human evil. Instead it unleashes the dark forces within him, 

transforming him into the hideous and murderous Mr. Hyde. 

 

Horror, Science-Fiction, Short Stories 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cherry Orchard, Uncle Vanya - Anton Chekhov 

 

In Chekhov's tragi-comedy - perhaps his most popular play - the Gayev family is 

torn by powerful forces, forces rooted deep in history, and in the society around 

them. Their estate is hopelessly in debt: urged to cut down their beautiful cherry 

orchard and sell the land for holiday cottages, they struggle to act decisively. Tom 

Murphy's fine vernacular version allows us to re-imagine the events of the play in 

the last days of Anglo-Irish colonialism. It gives this great play vivid new life within 

our own history and social consciousness. 

 
Drama, Play 

 



 

Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte   

Wuthering Heights is a wild, passionate story of the intense and almost 
demonic love between Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff, a foundling 
adopted by Catherine's father. After Mr Earnshaw's death, Heathcliff is 
bullied and humiliated by Catherine's brother Hindley and wrongly 
believing that his love for Catherine is not reciprocated, leaves Wuthering 
Heights, only to return years later as a wealthy and polished man. He 
proceeds to exact a terrible revenge for his former miseries.  

Romance, Historical  

 

 

Pygmalion - G.B. Shaw 

 

One of George Bernard Shaw's best-known plays, Pygmalion was a rousing 

success on the London and New York stages, an entertaining motion picture and a 

great hit with its musical version, My Fair Lady. An updated and considerably 

revised version of the ancient Greek legend of Pygmalion and Galatea, the 20th-

century story pokes fun at the antiquated British class system. 

 
Romance, Drama, Humour  

 

 

 

The Time Machine – H. G. Wells 

 

So begins the Time Traveller’s astonishing firsthand account of his journey 800,000 

years beyond his own era—and the story that launched H.G. Wells’s successful 

career and earned him his reputation as the father of science fiction. With a 

speculative leap that still fires the imagination, Wells sends his brave explorer to 

face a future burdened with our greatest hopes...and our darkest fears. A pull of the 

Time Machine’s lever propels him to the age of a slowly dying Earth.  There he 

discovers two bizarre races—the ethereal Eloi and the subterranean Morlocks—who 

not only symbolize the duality of human nature, but offer a terrifying portrait of the 

men of tomorrow as well.  
Science-Fiction, Time Travel, Fantasy 

 

 

 

 

Women In Love - D.H. Lawrence 

 

Ursula Brangwen, now a teacher at Beldover, a mining town in the Midlands, and 

her sister Gudrun, who has returned from art school in London. The focus of the 

novel is primarily on their relationships, Ursula's with Rupert Birkin, a school 

inspector, and Gudrun's with industrialist Gerald Crich, and later with a sculptor, 

Loerke. Quintessentially modernist, Women in Love is one of Lawrence's most 

extraordinary, innovative and unsettling works. 

 
Romance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Little Women - Louisa May Alcott 

 

Generations of readers young and old, male and female, have fallen in love with the 

March sisters of Louisa May Alcott’s most popular and enduring novel, Little 

Women. Here are talented tomboy and author-to-be Jo, tragically frail Beth, 

beautiful Meg, and romantic, spoiled Amy, united in their devotion to each other and 

their struggles to survive in New England during the Civil War. 

 
Historical, Romance 

 

 

 

 

 

A Portrait Of The Artist As A Young Man - James Joyce 

 

The portrayal of Stephen Dedalus's Dublin childhood and youth, his quest for 

identity through art and his gradual emancipation from the claims of family, religion 

and Ireland itself, is also an oblique self-portrait of the young James Joyce and a 

universal testament to the artist's 'eternal imagination'. Both an insight into Joyce's 

life and childhood, and a unique work of modernist fiction. 

 
Historical, Education  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Murder On The Orient Express - Agatha Christie 

 

Just after midnight, a snowdrift stops the Orient Express in its tracks. The luxurious 

train is surprisingly full for the time of the year, but by the morning it is one 

passenger fewer. An American tycoon lies dead in his compartment, stabbed a 

dozen times, his door locked from the inside. Isolated and with a killer in their midst, 

detective Hercule Poirot must identify the murderer—in case he or she decides to 

strike again. 

 
Mystery, Crime 

 

 

 

 

Farewell, My Lovely - Raymond Chandler 

 

Marlowe's about to give up on a completely routine case when he finds himself in the 

wrong place at the right time to get caught up in a murder that leads to a ring of jewel 

thieves, another murder, a fortune-teller, a couple more murders, and more corruption 

than your average graveyard. 

 
Mystery, Crime, Noir 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rebecca - Daphne du Maurier 

 

The novel begins in Monte Carlo, where our heroine is swept off her feet by the dashing 

widower Maxim de Winter and his sudden proposal of marriage. Orphaned and working 

as a lady's maid, she can barely believe her luck. It is only when they arrive at his 

massive country estate that she realizes how large a shadow his late wife will cast over 

their lives--presenting her with a lingering evil that threatens to destroy their marriage 

from beyond the grave. 

 

 
Romance, Mystery, Gothic 

 

 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale - Margaret Atwood 

 

Offred is a Handmaid in the Republic of Gilead. She may leave the home of the 

Commander and his wife once a day to walk to food markets whose signs are now 

pictures instead of words because women are no longer allowed to read. She must lie 

on her back once a month and pray that the Commander makes her pregnant, because 

in an age of declining births, Offred and the other Handmaids are valued only if their 

ovaries are viable. Offred can remember the years before, when she lived and made 

love with her husband, Luke; when she played with and protected her daughter; when 

she had a job, money of her own, and access to knowledge. But all of that is gone now . 

. . 

 
Dystopia, Feminism  

 

 

Never Let Me Go - Kazuo Ishiguro 

Hailsham seems like a pleasant English boarding school, far from the influences of the 

city. Its students are well tended and supported, trained in art and literature, and 

become just the sort of people the world wants them to be. But, curiously, they are 

taught nothing of the outside world and are allowed little contact with it. Within the 

grounds of Hailsham, Kathy grows from schoolgirl to young woman, but it’s only when 

she and her friends Ruth and Tommy leave the safe grounds of the school (as they 

always knew they would) that they realize the full truth of what Hailsham is. 

 
Dystopia, Romance  

 

 

 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin - Harriet Beecher Stowe 

 

The narrative drive of Stowe's classic novel is often overlooked in the heat of the 

controversies surrounding its anti-slavery sentiments. In fact, it is a compelling 

adventure story with richly drawn characters and has earned a place in both literary and 

American history. Stowe's puritanical religious beliefs show up in the novel's final, 

overarching theme—the exploration of the nature of Christianity and how Christian 

theology is fundamentally incompatible with slavery. 

 
Historical, Slavery, Adventure 

 

 

 

 



 

BAME Writing New & Old 

 
Small Island - Andrea Levy 
 

Hortense Joseph arrives in London from Jamaica in 1948 with her life in her suitcase, 
her heart broken, her resolve intact. Her husband, Gilbert Joseph, returns from the 
war expecting to be received as a hero, but finds his status as a black man in Britain 
to be second class. His white landlady, Queenie, raised as a farmer's daughter, 
befriends Gilbert, and later Hortense, with innocence and courage, until the 
unexpected arrival of her husband, Bernard, who returns from combat with issues of 
his own to resolve. 
 
 
Historical 

 
 
Girl, Woman, Other - Bernadine Evaristo  
 

Girl, Woman, Other follows the lives and struggles of twelve very different characters. 

Mostly women, black and British, they tell the stories of their families, friends and 

lovers, across the country and through the years. 

 
Race, Feminism, LGBT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      White Teeth - Zadie Smith 

At the center of this invigorating novel are two unlikely friends, Archie Jones and 
Samad Iqbal. Hapless veterans of World War II, Archie and Samad and their 
families become agents of England’s irrevocable transformation. A second 
marriage to Clara Bowden, a beautiful, albeit tooth-challenged, Jamaican half his 
age, quite literally gives Archie a second lease on life, and produces Irie, a 
knowing child whose personality doesn’t quite match her name (Jamaican for “no 
problem”). Samad’s late-in-life arranged marriage (he had to wait for his bride to 
be born), produces twin sons whose separate paths confound Iqbal’s every effort 
to direct them, and a renewed, if selective, submission to his Islamic faith. Set 
against London’s racial and cultural tapestry, venturing across the former empire 
and into the past as it barrels toward the future, White Teeth revels in the ecstatic 
hodgepodge of modern life, flirting with disaster, confounding expectations, and 
embracing the comedy of daily existence. Contemporary 

 
 

 
An American Marriage - Tayari Jones  
 

Newlyweds, Celestial and Roy, are the embodiment of both the American Dream 
and the New South. He is a young executive and she is artist on the brink of an 
exciting career. They are settling into the routine of their life together, when they are 
ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and 
sentenced to twelve years for a crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though 
fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking comfort in 
Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison 
passes, she is unable to hold on to the love that has been her centre. After five 
years, Roy’s conviction is suddenly overturned, and he returns to Atlanta ready to 
resume their life together. 
Contemporary 



 
The Bluest Eye - Toni Morrison 
 

Set in the author's girlhood hometown of Lorain, Ohio, it tells the story of black, 
eleven-year-old Pecola Breedlove. Pecola prays for her eyes to turn blue so that she 
will be as beautiful and beloved as all the blond, blue-eyed children in America. In the 
autumn of 1941, the year the marigolds in the Breedloves' garden do not bloom. 
Pecola's life does change- in painful, devastating ways. 
What its vivid evocation of the fear and loneliness at the heart of a child's yearning, 
and the tragedy of its fulfilment. 
 
Historical, Race 

 
 
 

 
Invisible Man - Ralph Ellison  

 

As he journeys from the Deep South to the streets and basements of Harlem, from a 

horrifying "battle royal" where black men are reduced to fighting animals, to a 

Communist rally where they are elevated to the status of trophies, Ralph Ellison's 

nameless protagonist ushers readers into a parallel universe that throws our own into 

harsh and even hilarious relief. Suspenseful and sardonic, narrated in a voice that 

takes in the symphonic range of the American language, black and white, Invisible 

Man is one of the most audacious and dazzling novels of our century. 

 
Historical, Race 

 

 

Go Tell It On The Mountain - James Baldwin  

 

Go Tell It On The Mountain, first published in 1953, is Baldwin's first major work, a 

semi-autobiographical novel that has established itself as an American classic. With 

lyrical precision, psychological directness, resonating symbolic power, and a rage 

that is at once unrelenting and compassionate, Baldwin chronicles a fourteen-year-

old boy's discovery of the terms of his identity as the stepson of the minister of a 

storefront Pentecostal church in Harlem one Saturday in March of 1935. 

 
Historical, Race, Religion 

 

 

 

 

 

Native Son - Richard Wright  

 

Right from the start, Bigger Thomas had been headed for jail. It could have been 

for assault or petty larceny; by chance, it was for murder and rape. Native Son tells 

the story of this young black man caught in a downward spiral after he kills a young 

white woman in a brief moment of panic. 

 

Set in Chicago in the 1930s, Wright's powerful novel is an unsparing reflection on 

the poverty and feelings of hopelessness experienced by people in inner cities 

across the country and of what it means to be black in America. 
Historical, Race 

 

 

 

 

 



The Color Purple - Alice Walker  

 

Separated as girls, sisters Celie and Nettie sustain their loyalty to and hope in each 

other across time, distance and silence. Through a series of letters spanning twenty 

years, first from Celie to God, then the sisters to each other despite the unknown, the 

novel draws readers into its rich and memorable portrayals of Celie, Nettie, Shug 

Avery and Sofia and their experience. The Color Purple broke the silence around 

domestic and sexual abuse, narrating the lives of women through their pain and 

struggle, companionship and growth, resilience and bravery. Deeply compassionate 

and beautifully imagined, Alice Walker's epic carries readers on a spirit-affirming 

journey towards redemption and love. Historical, feminism, Contemporary  

 

 

The Hate U Give - Angie Thomas  
 

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighbourhood 
where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy 
balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting 
of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was 
unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a 
thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the 
streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr 
and her family. What everyone wants to know is: what really went down that night? 
And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or 
does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life. 
 
Contemporary, Race 

 

 
Homegoing – Yaa Gyasi 

Effia and Esi: two sisters with two very different destinies. One sold into 

slavery; one a slave trader's wife. The consequences of their fate reverberate 

through the generations that follow. As each chapter offers up a new 

descendant, alternating between Effia’s and Esi’s bloodline right up to the 

present day, a chasm of experience and the differing legacies of chance are 

brought starkly to light. 

Historical, Race, Slavery 

 

 

 

Americanah - Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  
 

Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria 
for the West. Beautiful, self-assured Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her 
academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black for the 
first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 
America closed to him, he instead plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in 
London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria, and 
reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland. 
 
Contemporary, Feminism  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The God of Small Things - Arundhati Roy 
 

Armed only with the invincible innocence of children, they fashion a childhood for 
themselves in the shade of the wreck that is their family--their lonely, lovely mother, 
Ammu (who loves by night the man her children love by day), their blind grandmother, 
Mammachi (who plays Handel on her violin), their beloved uncle Chacko (Rhodes 
scholar, pickle baron, radical Marxist, bottom-pincher), their enemy, Baby Kochamma 
(ex-nun and incumbent grandaunt), and the ghost of an imperial entomologist's moth 
(with unusually dense dorsal tufts). 
 
Historical, Contemporary  

 
 

 
 
Things Fall Apart - Chinua Achebe  

 

A simple story of a "strong man" whose life is dominated by fear and anger, Things 

Fall Apart is written with remarkable economy and subtle irony. Uniquely and richly 

African, at the same time it reveals Achebe's keen awareness of the human qualities 

common to men of all times and places. 

 
Historical 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And The Mountains Echoed - Khaled Hossini  
 

And the Mountains Echoed is a deeply moving epic of heartache, hope and, above 
all, the unbreakable bonds of love. Ten-year-old Abdullah would do anything for his 
younger sister. In a life of poverty and struggle, with no mother to care for them, Pari 
is the only person who brings Abdullah happiness. 
 
 
Historical, Drama 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
My Sister the Serial Killer - Oyinkan Braithwaite 
 

When Korede's dinner is interrupted one night by a distress call from her sister, 
Ayoola, she knows what's expected of her: bleach, rubber gloves, nerves of steel 
and a strong stomach. This'll be the third boyfriend Ayoola's dispatched in, quote, 
self-defence and the third mess that her lethal little sibling has left Korede to clear 
away. She should probably go to the police for the good of the menfolk of Nigeria, 
but she loves her sister and, as they say, family always comes first. Until, that is, 
Ayoola starts dating the doctor where Korede works as a nurse. Korede's long been 
in love with him, and isn't prepared to see him wind up with a knife in his back: but to 
save one would mean sacrificing the other... 
 
Thriller, Mystery, Crime 

 
 
 



Non-fiction and Essays 

 
Why I'm No Longer Talking to White People About Race - Renni Edo-Lodge 
 

In 2014, award-winning journalist Reni Eddo-Lodge wrote about her frustration 
with the way that discussions of race and racism in Britain were being led by those 
who weren't affected by it. She posted a piece on her blog, entitled: 'Why I'm No 
Longer Talking to White People About Race' that led to this book.Exploring issues 
from eradicated black history to the political purpose of white dominance, 
whitewashed feminism to the inextricable link between class and race, Reni Eddo-
Lodge offers a timely and essential new framework for how to see, acknowledge 
and counter racism. It is a searing, illuminating, absolutely necessary exploration 
of what it is to be a person of colour in Britain today. 
 
Race, Feminism, Politics 

 
 

 
You Can’t Touch My Hair - Phoebe Robinson  
 

Phoebe Robinson is a stand-up comic, which means that, often, her everyday 
experiences become points of comedic fodder. And as a black woman in 
America, she maintains, sometimes you need to have a sense of humor to deal 
with the absurdity you are handed on the daily. Robinson has experienced her 
fair share over the years: she's been unceremoniously relegated to the role of 
"the black friend," as if she is somehow the authority on all things racial; she's 
been questioned about her love of U2 and Billy Joel ("isn t that . . . white people 
music?"); she's been called "uppity" for having an opinion in the workplace; 
she's been followed around stores by security guards; and yes, people do ask 
her whether they can touch her hair all. the. time. Now, she's ready to take 
these topics to the page and she s going to make you laugh as she’s doing it. 
 
Race, Humour, Memoir 
 
 

 
 

 
Black Macho and the Myth of the Superwoman - Michele Wallace  
 

Originally published in 1978, this book caused a storm of controversy as 
Michele Wallace blasted the masculinist bias of the black politics that emerged 
from the sixties. She described how women remained marginalized by the 
patriarchal culture of Black Power and the ways in which a genuine female 
subjectivity was blocked by the traditional myths of black womanhood. In 1990 
the author added a new introduction examining the debate the book had 
sparked between intellectuals and political leaders; an extensive bibliography of 
contemporary black feminist studies was also added. Black Macho raised 
issues and arguments that framed the terms of current feminist and black theory 
and continues to be relevant today. 
 
Race, Feminism, History  
 

 
 

 
 



Slay In Your Lane - Yomi Adegoke & Elizabeth Uviebnene 
 

Black women in 2018 are well past making waves – we’re currently creating 
something of a tsunami. From authors to politicians, to entrepreneurs to 
artists, black women in the UK continue to thrive against all odds and well 
outside of the world’s expectations. Women who look like us, grew up in 
similar places to us, talk like us, are shaping almost every societal sector, 
from the bottom and, finally, from all the way up at the top.Black women today 
are facing uniquely challenging experiences in all aspects of their lives. Yet 
when best friends Yomi Adegoke and Elizabeth Uviebinené’s searched for a 
book that addressed these challenges they realised none existed. So Slay in 
Your Lane – the lovechild of exasperation and optimism – was born. 
 
Race, Feminism, Politics  

 
 
 

 

 

So You Want To Talk About Race – Ijeoma Oluo  

 

In So You Want to Talk About Race, Editor at Large of The Establishment 

Ijeoma Oluo offers a contemporary, accessible take on the racial landscape in 

America, addressing head-on such issues as privilege, police brutality, 

intersectionality, micro-aggressions, the Black Lives Matter movement, and 

the "N" word. Perfectly positioned to bridge the gap between people of color 

and white Americans struggling with race complexities, Oluo answers the 

questions readers don't dare ask, and explains the concepts that continue to 

elude everyday Americans. 

 
Race, Social Justice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natives: Race and Class in the Ruins of Empire - Akala  

 

From the first time he was stopped and searched as a child, to the day he 

realised his mum was white, to his first encounters with racist teachers - 

race and class have shaped Akala's life and outlook. In this unique book he 

takes his own experiences and widens them out to look at the social, 

historical and political factors that have left us where we are today. 

 

Covering everything from the police, education and identity to politics, 

sexual objectification and the far right, Natives speaks directly to British 

denial and squeamishness when it comes to confronting issues of race and 

class that are at the heart of the legacy of Britain's racialised empire. 

 
Race, Politics, History 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Memoir and Autobiography 
 
Becoming - Michelle Obama  
 

In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama has emerged as 
one of the most iconic and compelling women of our era. As First Lady of the United 
States of America—the first African American to serve in that role—she helped create 
the most welcoming and inclusive White House in history, while also establishing 
herself as a powerful advocate for women and girls in the U.S. and around the world, 
dramatically changing the ways that families pursue healthier and more active lives, 
and standing with her husband as he led America through some of its most harrowing 
moments. Along the way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool 
Karaoke, and raised two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare. 
 
Memoir, Feminism 
 

 
 

 
 
The Good Immigrant Edited by Nikesh Shukla 
 
 

Bringing together 21 exciting black, Asian and minority ethnic voices emerging in 
Britain today, The Good Immigrant explores why immigrants come to the UK, why 
they stay and what it means to be ‘other’ in a country that doesn’t seem to want 
you, doesn’t truly accept you – however many generations you’ve been here – but 
still needs you for its diversity monitoring forms. 
 
 
Race, Politics  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Slave: The True Story of a Girl's Lost Childhood and Her Fight for Survival - 
Mende Nazer  
 

Mende Nazer's happy childhood was cruelly cut short at the age of twelve when the 
Mujahidin rode into her village in the remote Nuba mountains of Sudan. They 
hacked down terrified villagers, raped the women and abducted the children. 
Mende was them. She was taken and sold to an Arab woman in Khartoum. She 
was stripped of her name and her freedom. For seven long years she was kept as a 
domestic slave, an 'abid', without any pay or a single day off. Her food was the 
leftover scraps and her bed was the floor of the locked-up garden shed. She 
endured this harsh and lonely existence without knowing whether her family was 
alive or dead, for seven long years. Passed on by her master, like a parcel, to a 
relative in London, Mende eventually managed to escape to freedom. Slave is a 
shocking first-person insight into the modern day slave trade. It is also a fascinating 
memoir of an African childhood and a moving testimony to a young girl's 
indomitable spirit in the face of adversity.  Memoir, Slavery  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
When They Call You A Terrorist - Patrisse Cullors & Asha Bandele  
 

Raised by a single mother in an impoverished neighborhood in Los Angeles, 
Patrisse Khan-Cullors experienced firsthand the prejudice and persecution Black 
Americans endure at the hands of law enforcement. For Patrisse, the most 
vulnerable people in the country are Black people. Deliberately and ruthlessly 
targeted by a criminal justice system serving a white privilege agenda, Black 
people are subjected to unjustifiable racial profiling and police brutality. In 2013, 
when Trayvon Martin’s killer went free, Patrisse’s outrage led her to co-found 
Black Lives Matter with Alicia Garza and Opal Tometi.Condemned as terrorists 
and as a threat to America, these loving women founded a hashtag that birthed 
the movement to demand accountability from the authorities who continually turn 
a blind eye to the injustices inflicted upon people of Black and Brown skin. 
 
Race, Social Justice, Memoir  

 
 
 

 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings - Maya Angelou  
 

Sent by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a 

small Southern town, Maya and her brother, Bailey, endure the ache of 

abandonment and the prejudice of the local "powhitetrash." At eight years old 

and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many 

times her age—and has to live with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, 

in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her 

own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors ("I met and fell in love with 

William Shakespeare") will allow her to be free instead of imprisoned. 

 
Memoir  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I Am Malala – Malala Yousafzai 

 

When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley, one girl fought for her right to 
an education. On Tuesday, 9 October 2012, she almost paid the ultimate price 
when she was shot in the head at point-blank range. 

Malala Yousafzai's extraordinary journey has taken her from a remote valley in 
northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations. She has become a global 
symbol of peaceful protest and is the youngest ever winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize. 

I Am Malala will make you believe in the power of one person's voice to inspire 
change in the world. 

Memoir 

 

 

 

 

 


