
Sydenham School 
Year 10
Pre-Opening Briefing

• We are delighted to be having Year 10 back on site from 
June 15th.

• Please read through this presentation and then complete 
the Pre Opening Briefing Student Survey (find it at this link) by 
midday on Tuesday 9th June.

• Please note, the Pre-Opening Briefing Student Survey has 
to be completed by every student before they are allowed 
back onto the school site.

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=h9QAaH_3E0malp8MO6SkLsL6Nj4QWnFAkOm1DdBQXfFUNVNUVTlMSVNVUUZXWE0wUUw2RzBGRzZPNy4u


By the end of 
this Pre-
Opening 
Briefing you 
should 
understand:

When you should be in 
school

Safe travel to and from 
school

Arrangements for 
arriving on the school 

site

Our new Covid-Safe 
Code of Conduct

Hygiene arrangements 
and what to do if you 

have symptoms of 
Covid-19

Uniform expectations 
and Water 

expectations

Arrangements for 
leaving the school site

Arrangements for 
moving around the 

school site

Arrangements for 
lunchtime

Arrangements for your 
continued home 

learning

What to do if you have 
any concerns



When you should be in school

We are only allowed to have 25% of Year 10 students on our site at any time.

All Year 10 students will be in for one week each. You will be informed which 
week you will be attending. During that week you will be in school as follows:

Monday – Wednesday: Arrive at 10am. You will have English, Maths and 
Science lessons on these days and you will finish at 1.15pm.

Thursday and Friday: Arrive at 10am. You will be having your option subjects 
on these two days. This means you will have two subjects on each day. You 
will finish at 3pm and lunch will be provided on site.

Look out for the email next week which 
tell you more details about your 
timetable and which week you are in.



Important rules about when you shouldn’t 
come to school.

Your attendance is, as always, really important.  

However, because of Covid-19 there are some important rules about 
when you should stay at home and self-isolate.

Everyone (staff and students) need to understand these rules and 
follow them.  This is so that we keep the whole school community 
safe.

Read about them on the next three slides.



If you have any of the symptoms of 
Covid-19 you must stay at 
home. This is called self-isolation.

Your parents or carers should 
contact the School Reception to 
alert us.

The NHS advise that you should get 
a test as soon as possible if you 
have any of these symptoms.

To find out how to get a test if you 
need one, use this weblink:
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-

coronavirus/

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/ask-for-a-test-to-check-if-you-have-coronavirus/


By the end of 
this Pre-
Opening 
Briefing you 
should 
understand:

You're waiting for a 
coronavirus test result

You've tested positive 
for coronavirus – this 
means you have 
coronavirus

You live with someone 
who has symptoms, is 
waiting for a test result 
or has tested positive

You have been alerted 
by NHS Test and Trace 
to say you have been in 
contact with someone 
with coronavirus.

You should also stay at home (self-isolate) 
and alert school if any of these apply:



https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-
with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/

If you have been 
contacted by 
NHS Test and 
Trace, this
website tells you 
what to do.

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing-and-tracing/nhs-test-and-trace-if-youve-been-in-contact-with-a-person-who-has-coronavirus/


How should you get to and from school?



You should 
avoid public 
transport as 
much as you 
can, even if 
it means 
walking a bit 
further than 
normal.



Click to add text

If you have to use public transport follow 
these rules from TfL:

Face coverings will 
be compulsory on 
public transport 
from June 15th.

Watch this video for 
more information.

https://twitter.com/i/status/1268634212766306305


What happens when we arrive at school?

You must be on time at 10am 
each day.

Please don’t arrive much 
earlier than that to help us 
manage social distancing 
outside school.



When you get to school:

Keep a 2m distance from others 
outside the school site.

Be careful not to block the 
pavement for members of the 
public.

Follow instructions of staff on duty.

Enter the school site when told to 
do so, only one student per 
staircase at a time.



When you get to school:
You will line up in your class groups at a 2m distance from each other. Every student will 
have their temperature checked before they are escorted into the main part of the school 
building.

You will be escorted to your 
designated bathroom to wash your 
hands.

You will then be escorted to your 
classroom. Keep a 2m distance from 
everyone.

We have a temporary rule of silence 
on the corridors so that all social 
distancing instructions can be heard.

You will be asked to line up in silence 
at a 2m intervals outside your 
classroom.

When you get into the room, you 
have to sit in your designated seat.  
You can’t swap at all during the day.



When you get to school:
You will escorted up to your classroom 
by your teacher.

You must keep a 2m distance from 
everyone else. To help control this, you 
must be silent on the corridors.

There is a one way system in operation 
on the corridors in the Edwardian 
Building.

You must ensure you follow the rules 
with regard to the Up Staircase and 
Down Staircase



Which groups will I be in?
Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday

You will be in the same group of 
about 10 students.

You will stay in the same room.

You will study English, Maths and 
Science on a rotation.

Thursday
You will be in option subject 
groups for Options A and C.
These groups will be much smaller 
than your normal classes.

Look out for the email next week which 
tell you more details about your 
timetable.

Friday
You will be in option subject 
groups for Options B and D.  
These groups will be much smaller 
than your normal classes.



The Covid-Safe Code of Conduct
We’ve had to add to our Code of Conduct to 
make sure we all follow Covid-Safe behaviours.   

The rest of our As Sydenham Students Code of 
Conduct also still applies.

Please read through the next slides so that you 
understand it. 







Everyone must follow these hygiene rules 
when you are at school

Wash your hands regularly at 
your designated bathroom.
You will be given times to go to 
do this at regular points through 
the day including:
1. When you get to school
2. At a break
3. Before you go to eat
4. After you have eaten
5. Before you go home.

Watch this video link to be sure 
that you know how to wash your 
hands properly.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZWkStu_a4zM


If you are showing any symptoms of Covid-19 
you should not go up to the Medical Room. You 
should immediately tell the nearest member of 
staff.

They will give you clear instructions about what 
to do and where to do. It is essential that you 
follow these rules quickly and fully.





What if somebody doesn't follow the Covid-
Safe Code of Conduct?

If a student is not following the Covid-Safe 
Code of Conduct (either around school or 
in a classroom) in a way that risks safety or 
interrupts precious learning time On Call 
will be contacted immediately.

Please be aware, we will not follow the 
normal system of warnings for this.

The students will be removed from the 
group to ensure the safety of others and 
that everyone can learn effectively.



School uniform - what 
should you wear?
You are still expected to wear the Sydenham 
School Uniform.
You should wash your clothes when you get 
home, before the next time you wear them to 
school.

To help make this a bit easier for you for this 
term only you can:

1. Come to school without your school 
jumper if you haven't got a dry or clean 
one.

2. Wear your Sydenham PE hoodie if your 
jumper isn't dry or clean.



1. Your books for the day 2. Your planner

3. Your calculator 4. Pens, pencils, rubber, 
pencil sharpener and ruler

5. Plenty of water to 
drink. Please note THE 
WATER FOUNTAINS ARE 
SWITCHED OFF.

6. Tissues

To be as safe as we can, we will need to limit sharing of equipment. You 
should bring the following with you:



Lunchtime arrangements
Monday to Wednesday
You will leave the school site at 1.15pm and take lunch with you.  Please make sure you dispose of this safely.

Thursday and Friday
You will remain on site for lunch

Covid 19 Safety Rules for Lunchtime
Lunchtime will be staggered
Each class will be directed when to go to lunch
You will be directed to sit in particular parts of the school
You will be directed to sit in particular parts of the Dining Hall 
At all times the social distancing rules will be observed
At the end of lunch you will be escorted back to your classroom

During Lunch the normal school rules apply for disposing of your litter 
and food on your plate and placing your plates on the tray.  Please ensure you are considerate of 
our Kitchen Staff.

Please make sure your Parent Pay 
account is topped up.



Dismissal from school at the end of the day
At the end of the school day the following rules apply:

You will remain in your classroom with your teacher until you are collected to leave.

Those who are taking the bus will leave with a designated teacher follow the lining up protocols as directed 

Those who are walking home will leave with a designated teacher and taken to the school gates 
At the school gates there will be staff to direct you along the route towards Forest Hill and Sydenham
If you have travelled to school on your bike there will be a teacher at the bike shed to direct you to collect it

At all times social distancing rules must be followed
On Monday-Wednesday we will include collecting lunch before you leave.

Your parents and carers have signed the 
amended Home School Agreement.  
This says that they agree that you will 
go home straight away and not be in 
groups in the local community.



Bus Stop Protocols

There will be a teacher at every bus stop outside school to supervise the 
queues
To ensure social distancing you must follow the directions of the teacher to 
ensure the queues do not merge
When the bus arrives you must remain in the queue and wait for the 
teacher to count you on the bus
To travel on the bus you must wear a face covering

NB : The bus companies are limiting numbers on each bus.

To help our whole community and stay safe, you should walk if you can.



What should you do during the weeks when 
you are NOT at school? 

ONLINE LEARNING WILL 
CONTINUE AS USUAL AND YOU 

SHOULD MAKE SURE THAT 
YOU:

1. CHECK YOUR EMAILS DAILY 2. READ THE WHOLE EMAIL 
MAKING SURE THAT YOU 

SCROLL RIGHT DOWN TO THE 
END OF THE EMAIL TO ENSURE 

YOU HAVE READ ALL THE 
INSTRUCTIONS

3. SUBMIT ANY QUIZZES OR 
ASSIGNMENTS VIA TEAMS

4. EMAIL YOUR SUBJECT 
TEACHER IF YOU ARE UNSURE 

ABOUT ANY OF THE ABOVE 
FOR A PARTICULAR SUBJECT



What should you do if you have any concerns 
about the information in this pre-opening 
briefing?

Please contact Ms Smart via email: a.smart@sydenham.lewisham.sch.uk

mailto:a.smart@sydenham.lewisham.sch.uk


Finally

We wanted to say a massive thank you to the Premises Staff, Cleaning 
Team, Kitchen Staff and Support Staff. They have worked tirelessly to 
help reopen the school.

They are really at our 'front line'.

Please be really polite to them when you see them and ensure you say 
thank you. Please make their job safer and easier by ensuring you 
leave the areas you have been tidy.
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