ACT 1, Scene 2 – ‘Part 2’ - Hamlet’s first soliloquy (lines 129-159):
An important way in which ‘Hamlet’ breaks Aristotle’s formal rules for tragedy is the focus on character as revealed through soliloquy, rather than action – Hamlet’s soliloquies are the most famous in literature – but how does this first one reveal a focus on the theme of crime? 
Prepare feedback in your groups on these sections, considering the following questions:
· What crimes does Hamlet discuss? What is his attitude towards them?
· Is Hamlet guilty of any crimes himself as a result of what he says?
· Does Shakespeare introduce dramatic irony? How easily does our viewpoint harmonise with Hamlet’s?
· How are these ideas revealed / expressed through language form or structural techniques and devices?
Group 1: 129-138
Group 2: 139-146
Group 3: 147-153 
Group 4: 154-159
“O That This Too Solid Flesh Would Melt” Soliloquy Translation (straight off the internet and really bad, but better than nothing):

He wished that his body would just melt, turn to water and become like the dew. Or that the Almighty hadn’t made a law forbidding suicide. Oh God! God! How weary, stale, flat and useless everything about life seemed! He moaned. It was terrible. The whole world was like an unweeded garden that had gone to seed – only ugly disgusting things thrived. He couldn’t believe what had happened. Only two months dead; no, not even two. Such an excellent king he had been, compared with this one. It was like Hyperion, the sun god, compared to a lecherous satyr. He’d been so loving to his mother that he wouldn’t even allow the gentle breeze of heaven to blow too roughly on her face. He lifted his hands and blocked his ears as though to shut his father’s memory out. She had loved him so much, adored him, as though the more she had of him the more she wanted him. And yet, within a month! He couldn’t bear to think about it. Women were so inconsistent! Only a month, even before the shoes with which she had followed his father’s body were old, all flowing with tears, she, even she… Oh God! Even an animal that doesn’t have reason, would have mourned longer – ..she married his uncle! His father’s brother, but no more like his father than he was like Hercules. Even before the salt of those hypocritical tears had left her swollen eyes, she married. Oh, most wicked speed, to hurry so enthusiastically to incestuous sheets! It couldn’t end happily. But he would just have to break his heart, because he had to hold his tongue.

ACT 1, Scene 2 – ‘Part 3’
Work on these questions in pairs (but write up your own answers), using PEE – you will also be assigned one Q to feed back on to the class:
· How does the mood switch from soliloquy to dialogue and why is this effective?
· What further references to key crimes mentioned in this scene thus far does Hamlet make? How is his mention of them in conversation with Horatio different to his discussion on them in his soliloquy?
· How does the mood switch again when Horatio reveals his news, and how can this be linked to the developing themes of crime? Audiences’ response?
· What attitude to the appearance of his father’s ghost does Hamlet take at the end of the scene? How does Brannagh cleverly interpret Hamlet’s character at this point in the movie?
